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FEATURES 


Your Realistic DX-380 Receiver brings 
the voices of the world to you. You can 
take this lightweight, compact receiver 
almost anywhere you go and choose 
from a wide variety of broadcasts on 
the FM, longwave (LW), shortwave 
(SW), and medium wave (MW) bands. 
(In the United States, we commonly call 
the MW band the AM band.) 


In the FM and MW bands, you can 
tune to local broadcasts. The 13 inter- 
national SW bands bring you the 
news and other programs from such 
sources as the British Broadcasting 
Company, Radio Cairo, and Radio 
Moscow. In the LW band, you can 
hear hurricane reports, ship-to-shore 
calls, and other marine and aeronauti- 
Cal services. 


Your receiver also serves as a multi- 
featured clock radio. 


The receiver's special features in- 
clude the following: 


PLL Synthesized Receiver — en- 
sures accurate tuning. 


Large, Fast-Response Display — 
shows the time, band and frequency, 
signal strength, and numerous other 
indicators in large, easy-to-read char- 
acters. 


Three Power Options —let you 
power the receiver with internal bat- 
teries, standard household AC power 
(using an optional AC adapter), or DC 
vehicle battery power (using an op- 
tional DC adapter). 


Battery Power Indicator — lets you 
know when to replace the batteries if 
you power the receiver with internal 
batteries. 


Back-Up Battery Power — keeps 
the clock running and protects the 
stations stored in memory if the 
receiver's primary power source is in- 
terrupted. 


Dual Time—lets you view the 
receiver's primary clock, which shows 
your local time, or a secondary clock, 
which you can set to show UTC 
(universal time coordinate; also called 
Greenwich mean time) or the local 
time of a city in another time zone. 


Search Tuning — lets you search up 
or down the band for the next avail- 
able station. 


Memory Tuning — lets you store up 
to 45 frequencies in memory so that 
you can easily select your favorite 
Stations. 


Direct-Access Tuning—lets you 
directly tune to the desired frequency 
by entering the frequency on the 
keypad. 
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Rotary Tuning Adjustment — lets 
you select a higher tuning increment 
for faster tuning, select a lower tuning 
increment for fine tuning, or lock the 
rotary tuning dial to prevent you from 
accidentally changing the frequency. 


Control Lock — prevents you from 
accidentally turning the receiver on or 
off, changing the band or frequency, 
or changing other front-panel con- 
trols. 


Alarm/Standby Feature — lets you 
set the buzzer to sound or the 
receiver to turn on at a specified time. 


Sleep Timer—lets you set the 
receiver to turn off after 60 minutes so 
that you can fall asleep as you listen 
to the receiver. 


AM DxX/Local Control — lets you 
reduce distortion of SW, MW, and LW 
broadcasts. 


AM Narrow/Wide Control — lets you 
reduce interference from other sta- 
tions when you listen to SW, MW, and 
LW broadcasts. 


MW Step Setting — lets you listen to 
MW _ broadcasts while visiting a 
foreign country. 


Confirmation Tone—sounds to 
confirm various entries. 


Headphone Jack — lets you connect 
optional stereo headphones so that 
you can listen privately and hear FM 
broadcasts in stereo. 


Folding Stand — lets you securely 
position the receiver at an angle. 


Memo Pad — lets you record helpful 
information such as the memory loca- 
tion numbers of your favorite stations. 


For your permanent records, we 
recommend you record the serial 


+ number of your receiver in the space 


provided. The serial number is lo- 
cated inside the RADIO BATTERY 
compartment. 


Serial Number 
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POWER SOURCES 


You can power the receiver with inter- 
nal batteries, standard AC power, or 
your vehicle's battery. 


Regardless of the primary power 
source you choose, we recommend 
you install the back-up batteries. See 
“Back-Up Power.” 


BACK-UP POWER 


Back-up batteries keep the receiver's 
clock running and preserve the sta- 
tions stored in memory if the re- 
ceiver’s primary power source is inter- 
rupted. 


The receiver uses two AA batteries for 
back-up power. For best perfor- 
mance, we recommend alkaline bat- 
teries, such as Radio Shack Cat. No. 
23-552. 


Note: You cannot operate the 
receiver using only the back-up bat- 
teries. If you press POWER when the 
back-up batteries are the only avail- 
able power source, E flashes on the 
display. 


Installing 
the Back-Up Batteries 


Lift-Out Ribbon 


Follow these steps to install the back- 
up batteries. 


1. Remove the cover from. the 
BACK-UP BATTERY compartment 
by pushing the cover in the direc- 
tion of the arrow. 


2. Install two AA batteries, as_ indi- 
cated by the illustration near the 
battery compartment. Note the 
polarity markings (+ and —). For 
easy removal, place the batteries 
on top of the lift-out ribbon. 


3. Replace the compartment cover. 


Checking 
the Back-Up Batteries 


To check the back-up batteries’ power 
level, disconnect the receiver from all 
other power sources. Then, check the 
display. If it is dim, replace the back- 
up batteries. 


INTERNAL BATTERY POWER 


You can power the receiver with four 
AA batteries. For best performance, 
we recommend alkaline batteries, 
such as Radio Shack Cat. No. 23- 
552. 


Installing the Radio Batteries 


Lift-Out Ribbon 


Follow these steps to install the radio 
batteries. 


1. Remove the cover from the RADIO 
BATTERY compartment by pushing 
the cover in the direction of the 
arrow. 


2. Install four AA batteries as_indi- 
cated by the illustration near the 
battery compartment. Note the 
polarity markings (+ and —). For 
easy removal, place the batteries 
on top of the lift-out ribbon. 


3. Replace the compartment cover. 


Note: If you do not plan to use the 
receiver for several days, or if you are 
using another power source, we 
recommend you remove the radio 
batteries. This protects the receiver 
from possible battery leakage. 


Checking the Radio Batteries 
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Battery Power Indicator 


lf you power the receiver with the 
radio batteries, the battery power in- 
dicator appears on the display for 
several seconds after you turn off the 
receiver. 


Fresh batteries show a power level of 
7. When the indicator shows a power 
level of 2, replace the radio batteries. 


Note: If you press POWER when the 
radio batteries are dead, E flashes on 
the display. 


Caution: The recommended AC and DC adapters supply 6 volts with the center 
tip set to negative, they deliver 300 milliamps, and their plugs properly fit the 
receiver's DC IN 6V jack. Using an adapter that does not meet these specifica- 
tions could damage the receiver or the adapter. 


VEHICLE 
DC BATTERY POWER 


To Cigarette- 
Lighter Socket 


DC Adapter 


With an optional DC adapter, such as 
Cat. No. 14-844, you can power the 
receiver with your vehicle's battery. 


Cautions: 


* Your vehicle must have a 12-volt 
DC, negative-ground electrical sys- 
tem. 


* Always connect the adapter to the 
receiver before connecting it to the 
cigarette-lighter socket. 


¢ Always disconnect the adapter 
from the cigarette-lighter socket 
before disconnecting it from the 
receiver. 


Follow these steps to use DC power. 


1. Set the adapter’s 6V/9V switch to 
6V. 


2. Insert the adapter’s barrel plug into 
the receiver's DC IN 6V jack. 


3. Insert the adapter’s large plug into 
the vehicle's cigarette-lighter sock- 
et. This disconnects the radio bat- 
teries. 


AC POWER 


DC IN 
6V Jack 


With an optional AC adapter, such as 
Cat. No. 273-1650, you can power 
the receiver with standard AC power. 


1. Set the adapter’s voltage switch to 
6V. 


2. Line up TIP- on the green barrel 
plug with -—NEG on the adapter’s 
socket, and insert the plug. 


3. Insert the barrel plug’s other end 
into the receiver’s DC IN 6V jack. 


4. Plug the adapter into a standard 
AC outlet. This disconnects the 
radio batteries. 


PREPARATION 


SETTING LOCAL TIME 


The receiver has two clocks. Set the 
primary clock, which normally ap- 
pears on the display, for your local 
time. Then, set the secondary clock 
for UTC (universal time coordinate; 
also called Greenwich mean time) or 
the local time of a city in another time 
zone. 


Both clocks display the time in military 
format (0:00-23:59). 


1. Press TIME SET. 


2. While TIME SET flashes on the 
display, set the correct time by 
pressing the number buttons. For 
example, enter 930 for 9:30. 


If you make a mistake, press C 
(cancel) to erase the last charac- 
ter entered. 


3. Press ENTER. 


See “Using the Dual Time Feature” 
under “Clock Radio Operation” for in- 
Structions on setting the secondary 
clock. 


Follow these steps to set the primary 
clock for local time. 


Note: If you do not press ENTER within about 15 seconds, TIME SET stops 
flashing and you must begin again at Step 1. 


SETTING THE 
MW TUNING INCREMENT 


MW STEP 


In the United States, the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) 
assigns frequencies for stations in the 
MW band in 10-kilohertz increments. 
(In the United States, we commonly 
call this the AM band.) In Europe and 
some other parts of the world, MW 
frequencies are assigned in 9Q- 
kilohertz increments. 


Set MW STEP for the part of the world 
you are in. 


MAKING A 
SW, MW, LW ANTENNA 


The receiver's telescoping antenna 
and internal ferrite antenna give ade- 
quate reception for most situations. 


However, you can improve SW, MW, 
and LW reception by connecting a 
shortwave antenna, such as Cat. No. 
278-758. This requires a two-conduc- 
tor %-inch plug, such as Cat. No. 
274-288. 


Note: Connecting this antenna does 
not affect FM reception. 


Follow these steps to connect the 
receiver to the antenna: 


1. Connect a lead-in wire to the an- 
tenna. 


2. Unscrew the cover from the 1%- 
inch plug. 


3. Thread the lead-in wire through the 
plug’s cover. Then, connect the 
wire to the terminal that leads to 
the plug’s tip. 


4. Thread a ground wire through the 
plug’s cover, and connect it to the 
plug’s other terminal. 


5. Connect the ground wire to an 
earth ground, such as a metal cold 
water pipe. 


6. Replace the plug’s cover. 


7. Insert the plug into the receiver's 
AM EXT ANT jack. 


AM Antenna 


Lead-in Wire 


AM EXT 
ANT Jack 


1/8-Inch Plug 


Earth Ground 
WY 


RECEIVER OPERATION 


BASIC OPERATION 


Warning: To prevent possible ear in- 
jury and hearing loss, set VOL to 0 
before you turn on the receiver. After 
you turn on the receiver, adjust VOL 
for a comfortable listening level. 


1. 


Press POWER to turn on the 
receiver. 


. Press FM, LW, MW, or SW to Se- 


lect the band. 
Note: Press MW for AM. 


The display shows the band, fre- 
quency, and signal strength. (A 
reading of 7 shows the strongest 
signal.) If you select SW, the dis- 
play shows the shortwave band. 


. Tune to the desired frequency. 


To manually tune to a frequency, 
turn ROTARY TUNING or press aA 
Orv. 


To tune directly to a station, press 
FREQ. The frequency display dis- 
appears. Press the number but- 
tons to enter the frequency. Then, 
press ENTER. 


See<“Tuning” for details and for 
information about search and 
memory tuning. 


Follow these steps to listen to the 
receiver. 
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TUNING 


MANUAL 
TUNING 


. Adjust the antenna as follows. 


FM and SW: Fully extend and 
rotate the telescopic antenna. 


LW and MW (AM): The antenna 
is internal. Rotate the receiver for 
best reception. 


. Adjust VOL to the desired volume. 


. Set TONE to emphasize high or 
low sounds. 


. Press POWER to turn off the 


receiver. 


POWER 
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HEARING COMFORT AND YOUR HEALTH 


Do not listen to your receiver at extremely high volume levels, especially when lis- 
tening through headphones. Extended high-volume listening can cause per- 
manent hearing loss. 


TUNING 
Use one of the following tuning methods to select the frequency. 
Direct-Access Tuning 


You can tune directly to a specific frequency by doing the following. 


1. Turn on the receiver and select 
the band. 


. Press FREQ. The frequency dis- 
play disappears. 


. Press the numbers to enter the 
frequency. 


. Press ENTER. 


Note: If you do not press ENTER within about 15 seconds, the previous frequency 
returns to the display and you must begin again at Step 2. 
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Manual Tuning 
with Arrow Keys 


MANUAL 
TUNING 


MANUAL /AUTO 


TUNING 


You can select a higher or lower fre- 
quency by pressing a or v. The fre- 
quency changes in the following in- 
crements. 


(AM) the MW Tuning Increment.”) 


005 MHz 


Manual Tuning 
with Rotary Dial 


MANUAL 
TUNING 


You can select a higher or lower fre- 
quency by turning ROTARY TUNING. 


If you set FAST/FINE/LOCK to FAST, 
the rotary tuning increments are the 
same as when you use the a or v 
keys. If you set FAST/FINE/LOCK to 
FINE, the tuning increments are 


smaller so that you can fine tune the 
frequency. 


Tuning Increments 


MHz | kHz |kHz_ | MHz 
You can also lock the ROTARY 
TUNING dial to keep you from chang- 
ing the frequency if you accidentally 
touch the dial. To lock the ROTARY 


TUNING dial, set FAST/FINE/LOCK to 
LOCK. — 


Note: This locks only the ROTARY 
TUNING dial. For information about 
locking the front-panel controls, see 
“Locking the Controls.” 
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Search Tuning 
You can easily search for available stations within a band as follows. 


1 


. Turn on the receiver and select 
the band. 


2. To search for a frequency in a 


shortwave band, press METER. 


Then, press the correct button on 
the numeric keypad to select the 
shortwave band. 


. Press and hold down a or v for 
about 2 seconds to search up or 
down the selected band. 


The receiver tunes to the next 
station in the band. 


To stop searching before the 
receiver stops at a frequency, 
.PreSs A OF v. 


Notes: 
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The receiver searches only for fre- 
quencies with strong signals. To 
search for stations with weaker sig- 
nals, use one of the manual tuning 
methods. 


TUNING 


The SW _ band consists of 13 
smaller bands. During search tu- 
ning in the SW band, the receiver 
searches only within the selected 
band. For a list of the shortwave 


bands, see “International Radio 
Frequencies” under “Listening 
Hints.” 


Memory Tuning 


For easy selection, you can store the Storing a Frequency: Follow these 
frequencies of your favorite stations in steps to store a frequency in memory. 
memory. You can store up to 18 SW 

frequencies and up to 9 frequencies 

in each of the other bands. 


1. Turn on the receiver and select 
the band. 


. Use direct-access or manual 
tuning to tune to the frequency 
you want to store. 


3. Press M. 


. While M flashes, press a number 
button(s) to select the memory 
location. You later press this but- 
ton(s) to select the stored station. 


For SW, select 1-9 or 01—09. For 
other bands, select 1-9. M stops 
flashing and the display shows 
the memory location. 


Note: If you do not press a number Selecting a Stored Frequency: To 
within about 15 seconds, M stops select a stored station, turn on the 
flashing and you must begin again at receiver and select the band. Then, 
Step 3. press the memory location number(s). 
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USING SPECIAL 
TUNING CONTROLS 


If you are listening to a strong SW, 
MW, or LW station, and the sound is 
distorted, set AM SENS to LOCAL. For 
normal or weak stations, set AM SENS 
to DX. 


If you are receiving interference from 
another SW, MW, or LW station, set AM 
NARR/WIDE to NARR. Otherwise, set it 
to WIDE. 


Note: These controls do not affect FM 
reception. 
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LOCKING THE CONTROLS 


BUZZER = 
i RADIO — 
STANDBY 


The lock feature helps prevent you 
from accidentally turning the receiver 
on or off, changing the band or fre- 
quency, or changing other front-panel 
controls. 


Set the lock switch to Ow to lock the 
controls. Set the switch to the other 
position to unlock the controls. 


Notes: 


¢ This locks the ROTARY TUNING dial 
and the front-panel buttons. You 
can still adjust VOL, TONE, and the 
other side-panel controls. 


* To lock only the ROTARY TUNING 
dial, see “Manual Tuning with 
Rotary Dial’ under “Tuning.” 


USING STEREO 
HEADPHONES 


For private listening and for stereo 
sound during FM stereo broadcasts, 
connect optional stereo headphones 
with a %-inch plug. Your local Radio 
Shack store offers a wide selection of 
stereo headphones. 


Insert the headphones’ plug into the 
receiver's ¢) jack. This disconnects 
the receiver's internal speaker. 


Warnings: 


* To prevent possible hearing loss, 
set VOL to 0 before you put on the 
headphones. After you put on the 
headphones, adjust VOL to a com- 
fortable listening level. 


* Do not listen to your receiver at ex- 
tremely high volume levels, espe- 
cially when listening through head- 
phones. Extended high-volume lis- 
tening can cause permanent hear- 
ing loss. 


When you connect stereo head- 
phones and tune to a stereo broad- 


cast, ST appears on the display. For 
best reception, fine tune the receiver 
until ST remains steady. 


To improve reception of a weak FM 
stereo broadcast, set FM STEREO/MONO 
to MONO. The signal becomes mono 
(monaural), and ST disappears from 
the display. To return to normal FM 
reception, set FM STEREO/MONO to 
STEREO. 


USING THE FOLDING 
STAND AND MEMO PAD 


Memo Pad 


You can position the receiver more 
securely and possibly improve the 
sound by resting the receiver on its 
stand. Lift the latch on the back of the 
receiver to open the stand. 


You can use the memo pad under the 
receiver's stand for helpful informa- 
tion, such as the memory location 
numbers of your favorite stations. 
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CLOCK RADIO OPERATION 


USING THE DUAL TIME FEATURE 

In addition to the local-time clock, which normally appears on the display, you can 
set and view a secondary clock for UTC (universal time coordinate; also called 
Greenwich mean time) or for the local time of a city in another time zone. 
Setting the Secondary Clock 

Follow these steps to set the secondary clock. 


. Press the lower DUAL TIME but- C) tive ser 
ton. DUAL and the secondary 
clock appear on the display. Cc», 


DUAL TIME 


mp C)- 


- Press TIME SET. TIME SET | guy C7) time ser 
flashes on the display. 


DUAL TIME 


. While TIME SET flashes, press 
the number buttons to enter the 
time. If you make a mistake, 
press c (cancel) to erase the last 
character entered. 


. Press ENTER. 


. Press the lower DUAL TIME but- 
ton. DUAL disappears from the 
display, and the display shows —- 
the local time. DUAL TIME 
Co 


Note: If you do not press ENTER within about 15 seconds, TIME SET stops 
flashing and you must begin again at Step 2. 
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Viewing the Secondary Clock 


To Briefly Display 


SLEEP 
Cc) cea 


C_) time set 
==>) C)- 


DUAL TIME 


To Change 
Clock Display 


To briefly view the secondary clock, 
press and hold down the upper DUAL 
TIME button. DUAL and the secon- 
dary clock appear on the display. 
Release the upper DUAL TIME button 
to return the display to local time. 


To view the secondary clock for a 
longer period of time, press the lower 
DUAL TIME button. DUAL and the 
secondary clock appear on the dis- 
play. Press the lower DUAL TIME but- 
ton again to return the display to local 
time. 
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USING THE ALARM/STANDBY FEATURE 


You can set an alarm so that a buzzer Follow these steps to set the time you 
sounds at a specified time. Or, you want the buzzer to sound or the 
can set the receiver to turn on ata receiver to turn on. 


specified time. 


1. Set STANDBY BUZZER/RADIO as 
follows: 


BUZZER: The buzzer sounds at 


the specified time. BUZZER — 
RADIO — 


RADIO: The receiver turns on at 
the specified time. 


STANDBY 


. Press STANDBY. STANDBY flash- | 
es on the display and the current ae CD) 


setting appears. 


DIRECT ACCESS 


. While STANDBY flashes, press om 8 
the number buttons to enter the = STANDBY M 
alarm/standby time. If you makea | \—~ _ Q 
mistake, press C (cancel) to erase 
the last character entered. 


. Press ENTER. STANDBY stops 
flashing. For a few seconds, the 
new alarm/standby setting re- 
mains on the display. Then, the 
local-time display returns. 


Note: If you do not press ENTER within about 15 seconds, STANDBY stops flash- 
ing and you must begin again at Step 2. 
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At the specified time, the buzzer 
sounds or the receiver turns on. 


Note: After several seconds, the 
buzzer’s volume increases. After a 
few more seconds, the volume in- 
creases again. 


After 60 minutes, the buzzer stops or 
the receiver turns off. During this 60- 
minute period, =a flashes on the 
display. 


To turn off the buzzer or the receiver 
sooner, press POWER. The flashing jaa 
disappears. 


USING THE SLEEP TIMER 


The sleep timer sets the receiver to 
turn off after 60 minutes so that you 
can fall asleep as you listen to the 
receiver. 


1. If the receiver is on, press 
POWER to turn off the receiver. 


2. Press SLEEP. The receiver turns 
on, and kaj appears on the dis- 


play. 


. Select the band and frequency. 


After 60 minutes, the receiver 
turns off. To turn off the receiver 
sooner, press POWER. 


STANDBY remains on the display to 
show that the alarm/standby feature 
is still selected. The buzzer will sound 
or the receiver will turn on again at 
the same time the next day. 


To cancel the alarm/standby feature, 
press STANDBY. STANDBY flashes 
on the display. Press C (cancel). 
STANDBY disappears from the dis- 


play. 


Follow these steps to set the sleep 
timer. 


SLEEP 


C_) time set 
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LISTENING HINTS 


Listening to shortwave radio can be 
very exciting. Newscasts from a 
country where important events are 
taking place give you a sense of im- 
mediacy that local newscasts seldom 
deliver. 


Although shortwave listening requires 
no special knowledge, you might 
enjoy it more if you read some of the 
numerous books available on this 
subject. There are also several peri- 
odicals that give listening hints and 
seasonal program schedules. 


The following information might also 
help you organize your listening ef- 
forts. 


SW BAND ALLOCATION 


Certain portions of the radio spectrum 
are set aside for specific purposes. 


Ham Radio Frequencies 


Ham radio operators often broadcast 
emergency information when other 
means of communication break down. 
Ham operators can transmit in con- 
tinuous wave or single sideband. This 
receiver cannot receive single side- 
band signals. However, if you under- 
stand Morse code, you can listen to 
ham transmissions in the following 
continuous wave frequency ranges. 


3,500—3,800 kHz 
7,000—7,150 kHz 
14,000—14,200 kHz 
21,000—21,250 kHz 
28,000—28,500 kHz 
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International 
Radio Frequencies 


International commercial broadcasts 
are found in the following bands. 
Programming (often in English) usual- 
ly contains news, commentaries, 
music, and special features reflecting 
the culture of the broadcasting 
country. You might find it easiest to 
hear these broadcasts during 6:00 
p.m. and midnight (your time). 


Note: European stations often list a 
frequency by giving its wavelength. 
For example, the 19-meter band 
refers to the range of frequencies 
whose waves are about 19 meters 
long. 


Band Frequency Range 


120 meters * 2.300—2.495 MHz 


90 meters * 3.200-3.400 MHz 
75 meters * 3.900—4.000 MHz 
60 meters * 4.750—5.060 MHz 
49 meters 5.950-—6.200 MHz 
41 meters * 7.100—7.300 MHz 
31 meters 9.500-—9.900 MHz 
25 meters 11.650-—12.050 MHz 
21 meters 13.600—13.800 MHz 
19 meters 15.100—15.600 MHz 
16 meters 17.550-—17.900 MHz 
13 meters 21.450—21.850 MHz 
11 meters 25.670-—26.100 MHz 


* These bands are reserved for sta- 
tions in tropical areas. 


** Ham operators and international 
Stations share 7,100—7,300 kHz. In- 
terference is heavy in this range. 


a a 


Time Standard Frequencies 


The following frequencies announce 
the exact time of day at specified in- 
tervals. 


Station Frequency 

WWV 

in Fort Collins, 

Colorado 2,500 kHz 

5,000 kHz 

10,000 kHz 
15,000 kHz 
20,000 kHz 

CHU 

in Canada 7,335 kHz 

VNG 

in Australia 12,000 kHz 


FREQUENCY CONVERSION 


The tuning location of a station can 
be expressed in frequency (kHz or 
MHz) or in wavelength (meters). The 
following information can help you 
make the necessary conversions. 


To convert from MHz to kHz, multiply 
by 1,000. For example: 


9.62 MHz x 1000 = 9620 kHz 


To convert from kHz to MHz, divide by 
1,000. For example: 


2780 kHz 
1000 


= 2.780 MHz 


To convert from MHz to meters, divide 
300 by the number of MHz. For ex- 
ample: 


300 
7.1 MHz 


TIME ZONE MAP 


Most shortwave stations announce 
broadcast times in UTC (universal 
time coordinate). The time zone map 
on the back of the receiver shows the 
difference between UTC and each 
time zone. 


= 42.25 meters 


To determine your local time, add or 
subtract the specified number from 
UTC. During daylight savings time, 
subtract 1 more hour. 
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TROUBLESHOOTING 


Your receiver should give you years If you still have problems after follow- 
of trouble-free service if you follow the ing the suggestions below, take the 
care instructions given in this manual. receiver to your local Radio Shack 
If you do have problems, the chart store where our personnel will assist 
below might help you solve them. you. 


Display dim, incorrect, or Radio and back-up batteries are weak or 
does not appear dead. 


Temperature or humidity is too high. 


E flashes on the display Receiver is not connected to primary 
power source. 


You are using radio batteries as primary 
power source and the batteries are weak 
or dead. 

No sound Radio batteries are weak. 
VOL is set too low. 
Headphones are plugged into receiver. 
(This disconnects the receiver's internal 


speaker.) 


AC or DC adapter is not firmly plugged in. 


AC or DC adapter is plugged into receiver 
but not plugged into power source. (Plug- 
ging an adapter into the receiver automat- 
ically disconnects the radio batteries.) 


4 


Weak or intermittent sound Radio batteries are weak. 
Antenna needs adjusting. 


Metal is blocking the signal. Move the 
receiver near a window when operating it 
inside a vehicle or metal frame building. 


Frequency needs fine tuning. See 
“Tuning.” 


Search stops where there is This is caused by birdies—internally gen- 

no clear signal erated signals mixed with external signals. 
Using an outdoor antenna might reduce 
these signals. The following frequencies 
are prone to birdies: 


450 kHz 
3,844 kHz 
9,000 kHz 

10,250 kHz 
18,000 kHz 
20,490 kHz 
21,835 kHz 
21,868 kHz 


Frequency does not change FAST/FINE/LOCK is set to LOCK. 
when you turn ROTARY TUNING 


ROTARY TUNING and front- lf O-w appears on the display, the lock 
panel controls do not respond Switch is set tO O-wr . 
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MAINTENANCE 


CARE 


Your Realistic DX-380 Receiver is an 
example of superior design and 
craftsmanship. The following sugges- 
tions will help you care for your 
receiver so that you can enjoy it for 


years. 


Use only fresh bat- 
teries of the recom- 
mended size and type. 
Never leave dead or 
weak batteries in the 
receiver. They might 
leak chemicals _ that 
can damage the receiver. If you are 
not going to use the receiver for 
several days, remove the batteries. 


tl 7 7 

Pe If it does get wet, wipe 

it dry immediately. Li- 

J) quids can contain min- 

erals that can corrode 
the electronic circuits. 


Keep the receiver dry. 


Use and store the 
receiver only in normal 
temperature environ- 
ments. Temperature ex- 
tremes can shorten the 
life of electronic devices 
and distort or melt plas- 
tic parts. 
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Keep the receiver a- 
way from dust and dirt, 
which can cause pre- 
mature wear of parts. 


Handle the receiver 
gently and carefully. 
Dropping it can dam- 
age circuit boards and 
can cause the receiver 
to work improperly. 


Wipe the receiver with 
a dampened cloth oc- 
casionally to keep it 
looking new. Do not 
use harsh chemicals, 
cleaning solvents, or 
strong detergents to 
clean your receiver. 


Modifying or tampering with your 
receiver's internal Components can 
cause a malfunction and might in- 
validate the receiver’s warranty and 
void your FCC authorization to 
operate the receiver. If your receiver 
is not performing as it should, take it 
to your local Radio Shack store where 
Our personnel will assist you. 


THE FCC WANTS YOU TO KNOW 


Your receiver might cause _inter- Try to eliminate the interference by: 
ference on other radio/TV devices 
even when it is operating properly. To 
determine whether your receiver is 


* Moving your receiver away from 
the other device 


Causing the interference, turn off your * Connecting your receiver to an out- 
receiver. If the interference goes let that is on a different electrical 
away, your receiver is causing the in- circuit from the other device 
terference. 


¢ Contacting your local Radio Shack 
store for help 


If you cannot eliminate the inter- 
ference, the FCC requires that you 
stop using your receiver. 
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SPECIFICATIONS 


Semiconductors: 
ea seahrasl hten aac Bed Aaa Gee CSRS RE VEE lea ROL te 1 
PETS x 94.64.08 PRGERER SO RRLEN Cala ROSA ROOT dA ew bate iain ae 8 
re hoes sce ee Same a alae Ie seo te ete pla Te eS aa Ee Aue ee a coe es 9 
ENOGBS a6 5588 iSG TRUE eee he ee ba eee Kees aia Rig aR era ae oR ee 42 
APRESS 05. io Rae DSS RAG OER EE Re ek de Oo a Oe RA a Eanes 41 
Circuit: 
NT re irae et eee fred od, on einrde pre me eee eae me a aes Heterodyne 
UVC RGAE ESER ETRE RYE ARTE PRED Double-Conversion Heterodyne 
Frequency Range: 
PW cartes methie Sie atl eine eee aoe SG Buk ece cabanas 87.5—108 MHz 
1 la ee ee ee ee rte ee ree ey tote 150-519 kHz 
Fe ahcstbaf hs Ut Linch the tha, 98 ee 2 te Bh tae la ia i hm a eA ad a) ales 520-1710 kHz 
SOY ek Oak Slee Ree nee eer Aah tek ae 1.711-29.999 MHz 
By SANG Sodio eae wes’ hana eas 2.300-—2.495 MHz (120 meters) 
3.200—3.400 MHz (90 meters) 
3.900—4.000 MHz (75 meters) 
4.750—5.060 MHz (60 meters) 
5.950-6.200 MHz (49 meters) 
7.100—7.300 MHz (41 meters) 
9.500-9.900 MHz (31 meters) 
11.650-—12.050 MHz (25 meters) 
13.600—13.800 MHz (21 meters) 
15.100—15.600 MHz (19 meters) 
17.550—17.900 MHz (16 meters) 
21.450—21.850 MHz (13 meters) 
25.670—26.100 MHz (11 meters) 
Antenna: 
EY c0'ca 6 Pree GaGa he SSE Ole ah Wade SiS EES EN Built-In Ferrite 
Si Acts tet ese ieaseeeteenesas Supplied Telescopic or Optional External 
PI ee MENS Se EES Se Ow Se OEE TS A PE EEA DRE OSES Se ee Telescopic 
SUB a Ane. ed bin eae o BAW Oe Oe ee LES SRS Nominal 400 mW @ 10 % THD 
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Jacks: 

RIA POMOOD faxes vee SRE OES Re RON Va CSV ae bed DC IN 6V 
Blaree Pea ONOnes Aol ca ao eos cn eae kd oe od ee Bs Ye-Inch 

Power Sources: 
RG Mt. 2.0.8 ne cet PRS ORO R ARS REDE Ce ORNS SRR OR Gas (2) AA Batteries 
PARR ha gaya a oi a-1a ks as RI a OF WG SE a ES Re eR eae (4) AA Batteries 
AC (Requires Optional Adapter; 6V/300 mA center tip negative) 
DC (Requires Optional Adapter; 6V/300 mA center tip negative) 
PRUNES gs OS Gee a a 6 PAA Vee hE aE 7 4X4 74x 1 Yelnches 
(200 x 125 x 36 mm) 
VERIONG eA Pha oa REC peek 8 POT DER LES POA AMA PEM RC 24.7 Oz 


(700g including batteries) 
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Sensitivity: 


(for 20 dB Signal-to-Noise ratio): 


AM 150 


kHz 
kHz 
kHz 
MHz 
MHz 
MHz 
MHz 
MHz 


1990 
700 
400 
400 

4 


4 
4 
4 


(for 30 dB Signal-to-Noise ratio): 
FM 87.5 to 108 MHz 4yV 
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Image Rejection Ration: 


AM 150 kHz 34 dB 
300 kHz 36 dB 

600 kHz 40 dB 

1.4 MHz 40 dB 

3.1 MHz 40 dB 

7.1 MHz 40 dB 

15.1 MHz 40 dB 

28.1 MHz 40 dB 


FM 87.5to 108 MHz 

Selectivity: 

AM — 6dB 
Wide + 3kHz 
Narrow + 2kHz 

IF AM 1st 55.845 

2nd 450 

FM 10.7 


Frequency Stability: 


Within 1 KHz per hour 
after 60 minutes warm up. 


— 50dB 
+ 7kHz 
+ 4kHz 


MHz 
kHz 


MHz 


NOTES 
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SAI 


RADIO SHACK LIMITED WARRANTY 


This product is warranted against defects for 90 days from date of purchase from Radio 
Shack company-owned stores and authorized Radio Shack franchisees and dealers. 
Within this period, we will repair it without charge for parts and labor. Simply bring your 
Radio Shack sales slip as proof of purchase date to any Radio Shack store. Warranty 
does not cover transportation costs. Nor does it cover a product subjected to misuse or 
accidental damage. 

EXCEPT AS PROVIDED HEREIN, RADIO SHACK MAKES NO WARRANTIES, 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND 
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURROSE. Some states do not permit limitation or 
exclusion of implied warranties; therefore, the aforesaid limitation(s) or exclusion(s) may 
not apply to the purchaser. 

This warranty gives you specific legal rights and you may also have other rights which vary from state to state. 


We Service What We Sell 


RADIO SHACK 
A Division of Tandy, Corporation 
Fort Worth, Texas 76102 


3814920A 


Printed in Taiwan 
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